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Who Should be Served in Mixed Abilities? 
 

 Mixed Abilities students have a significant cognitive disability which constitutes less than one 

percent of our district’s total student population.  These students need intensive supports, 

predictable routines and structure throughout the school day to engage in learning activities in 

the following areas: academics, communication, social skills, sensory and social/emotional 

regulation. 

 These students function significantly below grade level academically, communicatively, socially 

and emotionally.  They need to be taught to the essential elements of the state standards and 

\provide4d direct instruction for daily living skills. 

 Despite being taught to the essential elements of the state standards these students are still 

expected to have access to their general education peers and to participate in general education 

classes, extra-curricular opportunities and the building community to the greatest extent 

possible. 

 Students who benefit from Mixed Abilities are those whose “needs can’t be met…even with the 

appropriate supplementary aid and services,” (KSA 72-976(a)) in a general education or 

interrelated setting. 

 

 

Characteristics of Mixed Abilities Classroom Staff: 
 

 Provide an age respectful, safe, organized, positive environment for learning.  

 Provide predictability in the learning environment within a structured teaching framework which 

utilizes individualized visual schedules, work systems, augmentative communication and other 

supports n an organized sequence of activities or events throughout the student's day.  

 Provide structured areas for whole group, small group and direct instruction and provides an 

individualized workstation/work system to reduce student distractions and increase 

independence during assign tasks.  

 Use multiple research-validated methods to meet the individual needs of the student.   

 Intentionally teach social rules/skills so that the student can successfully make requests, seek 

attention, obtain preferred items in multiple contexts and communicate meaningfully with 

others. 

 

 

  



Training and Educational Technologies Employed by Staff in Mixed Abilities: 
 

 Staff in Mixed Abilities will be trained in various methods emphasizing visual schedules, social 

stories, structured work activities, data collection, and the use of augmentative/alternative 

communication devices for communication needs. 

 Staff will be taught to create an environment that adds meaning to areas within the classroom as 

well as greatly reduces or controls environmental stimulation. 

 Staff will be taught to utilize assistive technology in to augment communication and academic 

content acquisition. 

 Staff will be trained in community based instruction rules and data collection methods 

  Staff will be trained in essential elements instructional methods 

 

 

Questions to Ask When Considering Mixed Abilities: 
 

 Has your team followed the guidelines in the KSDE LRE Tree Process document? 

 Have a variety of individualized supports been attempted in the current environment for a period 

of time that allowed data collection and analysis? 

 Does the student require intense structure and visual supports in all aspects of the school day 

(and at home) in order to participate? 

 Does the student require a significantly modified and/or alternate curriculum to progress 

academically? 

 Are you sure the benefits of a Mixed Abilities setting outweigh the disadvantages of less 

restrictive environments? 

 


